
 

 

Cross Party Group on Wales International  
 
Tuesday 12 December 2017 
 
Attendees: 
 
Rhun ap Iorwerth AM (Chair)  
John Griffiths AM 
Mike Hedges AM 
Jane Hutt AM 
Dai Lloyd AM 
David Rowlands AM 
Joyce Watson AM 
 
Heledd Roberts – Rhun ap Iorwerth AM office  
Eleri Cubbage – Lynne Neagle AM office 
 
Angela Gorman – Chief Executive, Life for African Mothers 
Lila Haines - Fair Trade Wales 
Cat Jones - Hub Cymru Africa 
Kieran O’Brien - Community Participation Coordinator, CAFOD  
Patrick Wilson Oketcho – Student, UWC Atlantic College 
Martin Pollard – Chief Executive, Welsh Centre for International Affairs 
Hayley Richards - Policy and Advocacy Officer, Oxfam Cymru 
Hannah Shepherd - Grants and Policy Manager, Hub Cymru Africa 
Tara Jane Sutcliffe – Director, UNA Exchange 
 
Jenny Scott – Director, British Council Wales 
Alison Cummins – Communications & External Relations Manager, British Council Wales  
Lyndsey Halliday – Project Support Officer, British Council Wales 
 
Apologies: 
Simon Thomas AM 
Neil Hamilton AM 
 
1. Welcome from the Chair  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and mentioned that the CPG had now been meeting 
for almost 18 months and it had covered a range of issues including, higher education, modern 
foreign language learning and the Welsh diaspora. He noted that Wales is not allowed to have an 
international development fund as it is a reserved (UK) matter, however he is aware that there is 
an appetite in Wales to do more and to progress the country’s role in international development. 
He also mentioned that Scotland has taken steps to circumvent the rules that make international 
development a reserved matter. 
 
2. Presentation by Kieran O’Brien on behalf of Wales Overseas Agencies Group 
 
Kieran O’Brien gave a presentation entitled ‘A globally responsible Wales – The role of 
international development’: 
 
Background 
 
Wales Overseas Agencies Group is an umbrella body of ten partners: Oxfam, Cafod, Wales Centre 
for International Affairs, Hub Cymru Africa, Tearfund, United Purpose, Islamic Relief UK, Christian 
Aid, Size of Wales and Save the Children. 
 
Why should Wales take part in international development? 



 

 

Besides the moral reasons for international development, it is known that undertaking such work 
helps to communicate countries’ values and communicate and build their reputation. International 
development can be a valuable part of a nation’s ‘brand’ building. 
 
The presentation described the approach to international development taken by Flanders, 
Catalonia, Quebec and Scotland. 
 
See accompanying presentation. (English only) 
  
 
4. Discussion 
 
The following comments were made: 

 Cat Jones said that there are active communities in Wales making things happen and they 
are capitalising on available expertise, for example in the health sector. Wales has a good 
foundation but needs to plan for the future. She drew attention to the fact that Hub Cymru 
Africa’s  budget has remained the same for the last ten years. 

 John Griffiths AM suggested that the group should invite the First Minister to another CPG 
to discuss international development further, as it is part of his portfolio, but suggested that 
his workload is particularly heavy at the moment, so it may be best to invite him some time 
in the near future. 

 Rhun ap Iorwerth AM suggested that there needs to be a conversation about whether 
international relations should sit in the First Minister’s portfolio. 

 Joyce Watson AM stressed the importance of Fair Trade and ethical procurement, she 
mentioned the work being done to make sure the procurement of school uniforms is ethical. 

 Jane Hutt AM told the group that she would be asking a question regarding Hub Cymru 
Africa in Plenary that afternoon. She said that Wales needs to examine its current 
International development work in government and the sector. She pointed out that work is 
not just done in Africa, as the SAFE Foundation was working in India. She said that 
awareness needs to be  raised of the mutual benefit of International Development, with 
both Wales and partner countries benefiting. 

 Lila Haines said that community involvement in international development needs to be 
maintained. It is 10 years since Wales became the first Fair Trade nation, something that 
was achieved by people working together across Wales. 

 Angela Gorman said there are problems with DFID not understanding the work taking place 
on the ground overseas. She said schools are crucial to the promotion of international 
development and she is often asked why it is not part of the curriculum. She said that the 
developed world owes Africa and we need to inform the public that international 
development is an investment. 

 Rhun ap Iorwerth asked how current work could be built on. 

 Cat Jones said there needs to be a civil society partnership, supported by government, 
which promotes community involvement. Vision and leadership for a successful 
international development model is needed from Welsh Government. 

 Martin Pollard asked if Welsh Government recognised that international development is 
part of Wales’ overseas reputation and there is a need for an international development 
strategy for Wales. 

 Jenny Scott said Wales needs an integrated international strategy and the British Council 
Wales had suggested this as part of its evidence to the  

 
 
5. Conclusion 
 

 Rhun ap Iorwerth said that he would write to the External Affairs committee on behalf of the 
CPG to suggest the committee examined Wales’ approach to international development. 

 He announced the dates of forthcoming meetings of the Group to take place in Conference 
Room A, Ty Hywel, 12:00pm for 12:15pm: 



 

 

o 20 March 2018 
o 26 June 2018 

 Ideas for topics of future meetings should be sent to Rhun ap Iorwerth’s office or to Jenny 
Scott at British Council Wales. 

 
 


